BLO'FIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  19C'5  . 


To  the  Chairman,  Ladles  and  Gentlemen  of  the 

Elofleld  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I heg  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  your  District  for  the  year  1905. 

Population;- 

Basing  my  calculations  on  the  fact  that  the  population 
of  this  District  at  the  census  of  1901  showed  that  a decrease 
at  the  average  rate  of  30  per  annuni  had  taken  place  during 
the  previous  ten  years,  and  sumdsing  t/iat  the  depopulation 
of  the  district  has  continued  at  the  same  rate  since  then, 

1 estimate  the  population  at  the  middle  of  1905  to  be  10,808. 
This  figure  does  not  include  the  population  of  the  County 
Asylum, 

Bi  rths:- 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  279 
being  fifteen  more  than  last  year  and  slightly  above  the 
average  of  the  last  ten  years  - while  throughout  the  agricul- 
tural districts  of  the  County  the  marked  falling  off  in  the 
birth  rate  is  being  deplored,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able 
to  record  that  the  birth-rate  in  your  district  is  inaintained 
slightly  above  the  average  of  recent  years. 

It  must  be  admitted  however,  that  the  village  of  Thorpe 
St  Andrews  in  which  agriculture  is  carried  on  only  to  a very 
small  extent,  contributed  as  many  as  47  births  to  the  total 
and  has  a birth  rate  far  higher  than  th^t  of  the  remainder 
of  the  district  which  is  dependent  on  agriculture  alone  for 
its  prosperity. 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  which  was  13  in  1903 
and  14  in  1904  has  declined  to  11  in  1905. 

De  aths;- 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  144  which  is 
ten  below  the  average  of  the  previous  ten  years  and  gives 
the  exceedingly  satisfactory  death  rate  of  13.3  per  1,000 
population. 

Infantile  Mortality:- 

An  additional  statistical  table  is  this  year  attached 
to  my  Annual  Report,  It  is  concerned  with  the  causes  of 
death  in  infants  of  under  one  year.  The  desire  of  tiie  Local 
Government  Board  to  be  supplied  with  the  fullest  information 
on  this  point  shows  the  iniportance  which  is  attached  to 
matters  relating  to  the  care  and  protection  of  infant  life. 

It  will  be  seen  from  Table  V that  the  deaths  of  chil- 
dren under  one  year  numbered  28  while  the  total  births  were 

2 79.  This  gives  an  infant  m*ortality  of  IOC  deaths  per 
1,000  births,  or  in  other  words  an  infant  born  in  your  dis- 
trict has  but  a ten  to  one  chance  of  surviving  a year.  Yet 
this  chance  is  soHiewhat  better  than  that  of  the  average 
English  rural  baby,  for  the  infant  mortality  for  Rural 
England  stands  at  113  per  1,000  births. 

The  further  examination  of  Table  V is  satisfactory  in 
so  far  as  thiat  no  deaths  of  infants  were  attributed  to  in- 
fectious diseases  and  that  but  two  deaths  were  registered 
as  due  to  diarrhoea.  Of  the  eleven  deaths  following  prema- 
ture birth  it  will  be  observed  that  more  than  half  occurred 
in  the  first  week.  The  deaths  of  these  infants  probably 
could  not  have  been  prevented  had  the  greatest  care  been 
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exercised  but  of  the  five  which  survived  three  weeks  it  is 
at  least  possible  that  had  the  mothers  possessed  the  know- 
ledge necessary  for  the  management  of  immature  infants  some 
might  have  been  saved. 

Five  deaths  are  assigned  to  atrophy,  debility  or  maras- 
mus. v«rv  o-ener^lly  inip roper  feeding  at  the 

hands  of  an  ignorant  mother  though  in  some  cases  the  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  a supply  of  fresh  milk  in  country  villa- 
ges must  be  considered  a contributory  cause. 

Old  Age  Mortal! ty:- 

Deaths  at  ages  over  sixty  five  numbered  85  - that  is 
5 9 per  cent  of  the  deaths  at  all  ages.  This  is  an  unusually 
high  proportion  and  evidence  of  the  healthiness  of  the 
district. 


ZYMDTIC  DISEASE 


The  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  disease  re- 
ceived during  this  year  has  been  slightly  above  the  average. 

Two  deaths  were  registered  an  due  to  Diphtheria  and  one 
as  due  to  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  district  was  comparatively  free  from  the  minor  in- 
fectious diseases;  only  one  death  was  assigned  to  Whooping 
Cough  and  no  deaths  were  attributed  to  measles. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  notification 
received  from  each  parish  in  the  district  and  also  the 
nature  of  the  disease  notified. 

Table  showing  nature  and  locality  of  Zymotic 
disease  notified  during  the  year. 


Enteric 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Sc  arlet 
Fe  ver 

Erysipelas. 

Tota: 

Acle 

2 

2 

Asylum 

1 

1 

2 

Bur lingham 

1 

1 

Bu  ckenham. 

1 

1 

Blofield 

1 

1 

Free thorpe 

2 

2 

Halvergate 

1 

1 

Limpenhoe 

3 

3 

Lingwood 

6 

6 

Mo  ulton 

2 

2 

Po  stwick 

1 

1 

P lum stead 

1 

1 

2 

Reedham 

1 

19 

20 

Wo odba stwick 

1 

1 

Kanworth 

1 

1 

St rumpshaw 

2 

2 

Thorpe 

1 

1 

T unstall 

1 

1 

Upton 

1 

1 

S.  Walshan. 

2 

2 

Southwood 

1 

1 

Totals 

■ 4 

28 

20 

2 

"B4 

DIPHTHERIA: 

A mild  form  of  this  disease  has  been  prevalent,  cases 
having  been  notified  from  as  many  as  six  villages  but  by  far 
the  greater  number  from  Reedhan.,  Children  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  fifteen  were  principally  affected.  In  many 
instances  the  illness  w8.s  slight  and  lasted  only  two  or  three 
days  and  in  some  cases  no  doubt  was  not  recognised  as  diph- 
theria thus  greatly  adding  to  the  danger  of  spreading 
infection. 

The  Reedham  school  was  closed  on  this  account  for  three 
weeks.  There  were  two  fatal  cases. 
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Th-is  sudden  outburst  of  Diphtheria  is  somewhat  remarka- 
ble as  in  the  previous  year  the  District  was  entirely  free 
from  the  disease  and  in  each  of  the  years  1903  and  1902  only 
cases  were  notified. 


ENTSRIC  EEV3R: 

THere  wore  no  deaths  from  Enteric  Eever  and  but  four 
cases  were  notified.  In  no  instance  was  the  drinking  water 
found  at  fault;  At  Buckenham  the  school  mistress  living 
in  the  School-house  communicating  with  the  Schoolroom. 

This  arrangement  necessitated  the  closing  of  the  school  from 
March  27th  to  May  8th,  The  drainage  and  a privy  bin  were 
found  to  be  defective  but  an  analysis  of  the  water  showed 
it  to  be  pure. 


SCARLET  FEVER: 

Twenty  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  The  most 
noteworthy  point  in  connection  with  these  cases  is  the  suc- 
cess which  attended  their  isolation  v/ithout  the  help  of  an 
i solation  hospital.  In  the  table  giving  the  incidence  of 
Scarlet  Fever  as  to  time  of  year  and  locality  it  vd  11  be 
noticed  that,  with  three  exceptions,  there  was  not  more  than 
one  case  in  any  village  in  the  same  month.  The  four  cases 
at  Lingwood  in  February  Vv'ere  niembers  of  the  same  family 
and  notified  on  the  same  day.  The  two  cases  at  Lingv/ood 
in  October  were  notified  on  the  same  day  and  the  two  at 
Strumpshaw  in  November  were  members  of  the  same  farruly  and 
notified  on  the  same  date.  It  may  therefore  be  claimed 
that  during  the  year  tnere  was  no  spread  of  Scarlet  Fever 
from  any  case  after  notification. 


Table  showing  Incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever. 
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Jan , 

Fe  b. 

Ma  rch 

April 

Ma.y 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sep.  1 
Oc  t , 

Nov. 

Dec . 


1 


1 


1 


1 

1 6 

1 2 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 3 

1 3 

2 


Totals  112  6 1121  11  21  20 


MEASLES  & WHCOilNG  COUGH: 

Both  tliese  so-called  minor  infectious  diseases  have 
been  conspicuously  absent  during  the  year.  There  were  no 
deaths  from  measles  and  but  one  from  \Vhooping  Cough.  Only 
a few  scattered  cases  of  either  canie  under  my  notice, 

CHICKEN  POXr- 

This  was  troublesome  at  the  close  of  the  year  in  Limpen- 
hoe  and  Ranworth.  There  were  no  fatal  cases, 
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Chickenpox, 

Disinfection  of  Schools 

T’iTe  di sihT'ectTon  and  cleaning  of  a school,  if  properly 
carried  out,  is  a lengthy  proceeding  extendi. ng  over  two  days 
at  least  and  it  is  hardly  to  he  expected  that  the  Inspector 
of  huisa.nces  in  a Rura.l  District  con  afford  to  devote  the 
necessary  time  for  .its  superintendence.  In  practice  the 
disinfection  of  a school  is  generally  .carried  out  by  the 
school  cleaner  under  a certain  amou.nt  of  supervision  from 
the  Head  Tea.che.-^,  Sine  a the  proper  disinfection  of  Schools 
is  a iriatter  of  supreme  importance  I venture  to  suggest  that 
the  Education  and  Sanitary  Comiinittess  of  the  County  Council 
should  consider  the  question  of  providing  for  each  school 
a card  of  printed  instructions  as  to^  how  to  carry  out  school 
disinfection  and  the  materials  necessary  for  the  purpose. 

In  addition  to  the  advantage  of  having  schools  more 
thoroughly  and  systeimti ca,lly  disinfected  t.h.a-ri  at  present 
there  would  he  the  henefit  of  the  educational  effect  on  the 
chi Idren , 


VACCINATION:- 

The  number  of  primiary  vaccinations  performed  during  the 
year  is  well  up  to  the  average  while  the  cases  of  exemiption 
under  ’’the  Conscience  Clau.se‘’  remain  insignificant.  Re- 
vaccination is  practicalljr  un thought  of  in  the  District. 

I n the  131  o f i e 1 d Su  b -Di  s t r i c t , 


Priiriat'y  Vaccinations,  132 

Exeiiipted  under  Conscience  Clause  4 

Summaonses  0 

Re -vaccinati on  by  Public  Vaccinator  0 

In  the  South  Walshami.  Sub-Pi  st  riot , 

Primiary  Vaccinations  120 

Exemipted  under  Conscience  Clause  2 

Summ.onses  0 

Re -vaccina.! ions  by  Public  Vaccinator  1 


Sani.-tary  Condition  of  the  District. 

Fromi  the  detailed  report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
given  below  i twill  be  seen  that  a.  large  amiount  of  useful 
sanitary  work  has  been  carried  through  during  the  year. 

REPORT  of  the  INSPECTOR  OP  NUISANCES 


I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  past  year  as  Sanitary 


Inspector,  the  particulars  are  as  understa ted:- 

No  . 

New  privies  and  closets  built,  7 

Other  do.  repairs  and  improved  11 

New  wells  sunk  4 

Other  do,  clea..ased  and  ma.de  deeper,  11 

Poul  drains  cleansed  and  improved  45 

Poul  cesspits  do,  do,  33 

Poul  cesspits  closed  5 

Collections  of  offensive  matters  remioved  54 

Pig  sheds  cleansed  and  improved  7 

Besides  other  ms.tt8r.s  being  dealt  with  Total  i7V 


» ^ is,  K ^4.  V .k  V 

* • •'.  'I  ' • ; •> . . 


J : ..0  .c 

f': 


■'8^0  ■ 


- . ,Af  f 


.'•y-fC. 


...  » • x 


' V.'-M,  -."va  ■'  -:•  •-'. 

'■' •■=/.■ ‘tAi  ■"•.  .•■■• 

1*  i-  >••.  i 


-f>  fi  «'« 

..’■^  •,.'5  ‘’j-r. 


• '7. 

' , . i 


\r  r "s 


.s;' 


.-■ .'  ‘ :*  ■■  • •'VV  •■  ■'■  •.  ',  /■  •'  '■'■  ■'1’ . ) ' ; 

■ V ::  L'y.;:  *x  : u itc  'H'" 

■J' ■••*(' ' ;■•  ■ '•■  r ’’  ' ’.V  “ ^.'i'  ■ -N'  ^ 

V‘  '^ ■-yVC'^^r  ■-  ■ ■ X't  ^ y,<^v  /•  - 

r ■ ’C  ;i  3 A .;-i- 

• . ' ^ . . V . • V . \ r * . ' I'  •!  . t H 


• ‘J  ( ‘ 


f & 


• >: 


x-r'> 


I i.  1 1 


*.....  --'  . ti^cv  ' ■■  ^ . ..  '■  • 

ttr:-  ■.) 

0M‘  i^O/'  ■ ■ • : ■ 


\j'  ■::;  t'  - ’’  B 1.  ■)'.  :r  ; 


■'i 


■;j  iJ'-  ■•-  ■ ■\  - «■ 


'r'Jtf  Af 


i‘  .’  ’'i''  .'■fiV  ■ ;V' ■/ 


■ i ,'  . li  '•, 


•■-'V.’irv  ■ • 


• t .-  tji)"' ? 


• *'*  >♦?  ’Si'llf  •k.. 


. -K  . *•  • - / - -*'i  / , *’  . 


\,..,  V/  ...^  V-  ' 


s:u£ i'-  ?!«■■-■:■  ; 


_f  V' - ■ "j-i f • '■  * 

7 


Wf'  ■:■  ’.  ■ - ...  , 

; .. .4.’ - ■ U ' •■■  . - ■ v-./  , 

\ ; I*"  ‘'r .•■’ 


• v ^ -K  ••-.  v'i  V' \ ,/■  I'; 

♦ F •'  - *■  ■i'Vt 

:.  i r ; ■'  ;;:. . /; ^ ^ ' ■■■., , . m .>  ' ■■ 


.f-^i-J.tn  ’’ jl-' 


■ T-';:;'  r : •• 


".  v 


: 

, . rv’ , 


I *■> 


' . i. kJf.  1.  V '.’  ■ i.  ■ . ' . './I  -'J  '•  ’■f  ’■i'  .j. ■ 

- o.iHitij, w.‘' I r*o ■•’' 
ij  •■ -‘V  iV  nJ  r ..:.’i  7.,V, y'Z- I j'' ..  ., 


, J‘otlw8'|Q -U  ! ':•  f '*'v' 


! '.  1 


C'-:  L 


'•'  -i.I'  .O0_'.  \_liyit'ti 

<MSlli9 i v : to::.  ‘ ^ v. ^ 

';1-  ■ V;V  . -'■■  ^^'  . / :''rif.O  'i.iao 

jii 7 ! ■: •:■  ',■."  ' ‘ "'*•  .T'  7^4. 

no  e oUc;'  -r'e?  .t.vo;i  ix-  y— ^ •.■.;**•  i ■„ 

" aniiirf:  e«ts£:Ptj-'K  lo  'icJqjSer.I  Sr!J  -fcas  ,-^-S|\'K  3.0 


O 

r 


/T  ,y 

\ L 


JCiJOU  WJ.4.g  a V.  ^ ^ 4.  ■:-•.'  .f  /.•J.'-V 

. • . .0  A r':^  7.^'  o:-exlP  - ' ; — ; V 


: c • > J ♦ 


X*:  i3- . n -v  "^ .,  V;;''.-  “ •'  . -7:. . . t 

.'.  .,,.  j I:©' 1 r -X'ir t''7.{A  . f.  ’ V 1 £ ..■  X r;  ■■;  ■'■'  •';I'  * .-.■'i:'':f 


V 


H 


ik 


;v  •,■  ' i, int  . '■>■•.'■‘^■^-0  . 

'■'■■;  ■■;..  ;,./  u;":'  ■ ■ 

'■;  }■'■  ’^'IS  ■ "'  7 . - ' '■'7'*;  . i. ' . ? ' , A S'  '".^  ^ 

.,7.  ' ' .. .' ‘-'V ' ■ 4/ !/' ‘7 

J^SYOxBO^  ' aH  ■'  ' ' /• 

■.;."]'.x,<  4 . - X' •.  . 

yy  ..' 7 it 


I 

i . r ( 


'jk; 


Prompt  attention  has  "been  given  to  the  disinfection  and 
fumigation  of  dwellings  after  the  invasion  of  Contagious 
Disease,  and  the  registered  slaughter  houses  have  been  under 
close  supervision,  while  the  inspection  of  Dairies,  Milk 
shops  and  Cow  houses  have  occupied  much  time  and  are  duly 
entered  in  the  new  Register. 

(Signed)  Jolin  Davy  , > 

Inspector  of  iJuisances. 


COTTAGS  ACCOMMQIATIOU 

The  building  operations  in  the  district  during  the  year 
have  not  been  in  the  direction  of  providing  tiie  cottages  for 
labourers  with  large  families  which  are  needed  in 
many  pari  she s . Cases  of  irremediable  overcrowding  there- 
fore continue  in  these  parishes. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

TTie  general  condition  of  the  water  supply  remains  as 
described  in  previous  reports.  The  dsngers  attending  the 
supply  from  shallow  wells  are  diirdnishing  year  by  year  as 
improvements  are  effected  in  the  sanitary  conditions  of 
their  surroundings. 

DRAINAGE  A long  standing  and  serious  nuisance  at  Cpton  caused 
by'  a foul  ditch  ha.3  at  last  been  abated. 

The  Parish  Council  of  this  village  has  during  the  past 
year  laid  pipes  for  a distance  of  over  a hundred  yards  in 
the  offending  di  tch  wi  th  most  satisfactory  results.  In  the 
coming  year  there  is  the  prospect  of  a further  section  of 
the  same  drain  being  piped. 

At  Halvergate  the  condition  of  a roadside  drain  has 
been  reported  on  3-nd  is  now  under  the  special  care  of  the 
Parish  Council  of  that  Villager  At  Moulton  a roadside 
drain  near  the  School  required  to  be  taken  in  hand  but  diffi- 
culties are  in  the  way  owing  to  the  low  level  of  the  road 
at  this  point. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES  . 

The se'have  been  regularly  inspected  and  have  given  rise 
to  little  or  no  nuisance.  This  is  very  different  to  the 
state  of  affairs  existing  before  bye-laws  were  in  force. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

On  May  1st  1905  the  Regulations  made  by  the  District 
Council  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cow  sheds  and  Milk  Shops 
cemie  into  force. 

This  fact  has  naturally  directed  the  special  attention 
of  myself  and  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  during  the  past 
year  to  the  Dairies  and  Cow  sheds  of  the  District.  A census 
of  Cow  Keepers  and  nijonber  of  cows  kept  has  been  made  by 
which  it  appears  that  the  number  of  cows  in  the  District 
amounts  to  1188  and  the  number  of  persons  keeping  cows  to  193. 
Cf  these  193  cow  keepers  the  great  majority  possess  only  one 
or  two  cows  and  I find  tliat  there  are  but  twenty  three  per- 
sons who  own  as  many  as  ten  cows. 

Since  the  regulations  recently  adopted  apply  only  to 
Cowkeepers  "who  are,  or  who  are  required  to  be,  registered 
under  the  De.iries  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  Order  of  1885," 
it  became  of  great  importance  to  carefully  revise  the  regis- 
ter, This  has  been  carried  out  by  myself  and  the  Inspector 
and  a new  register  has  been  prepared  giving  particulars  as 
to  the  situation  of  each  dairy,  the  names  of  the  owner  and 
occupier,  the  number  of  cows  kept  and  the  disposal  of  the 
milk.  This  is  followed  by  a description  of  the  premises 
at  the  time  of  inspection,  space  being  left  for  notes  to  be 
made  on  future  occasions. 


5. 


■ f 


w.i  ■ u.i  ■ : ' k’'.'.'' ' ‘ ' 

• .■  'I  ■ ■5‘‘;  - A . -t 


i-  -■  ' ■’  .,i  • > /"■  A"-  -r 

< > \Vy  ■ 

./  •-  ' fi’r 

■ ''•■y  " ^ ' 

’ v i'  C'- ; • . '''  ' ■ 

'.  ' ' ' ■ i.  i.'.'  'T 


■>.  V . , i- 


»*  iTlf  ■ 


•i  •• . 


• - ;a  > '•  '•  ■ 


/ 

' A-  ^ ^ ^ ' 


■■'V-'  ' .■■■>  ‘ ■'  ■ 

Hiii..  ■ 


f-  f . 


■t 


i.  <r4 


■.L'A/ri  AH^ 


•1 .. 


.,  -rv 

*,  T ■•  V:  . ' 


A i. 


■ l-irn  ■. 


t "J 


'■  . 'jS  r^- 

■S'"  ' 


' * -•- . 


'"?  r i'.\ 


X <•  « ■' 


J-'J 


: le©?  • ' 

■ ■■' 

j & i^fT- ;■ 

f 'IS  ^ 

■-■■■■[■*  “firrrv 


In  coir?)lllng  the  register  due  regard  has  "been  paid  to 
the  explanatory  note  in  the  Dairies  and  Mi Ikshops  Order  1885 
as  to  the  exeiTiption  from  registration  of  tnose  persons  "who 
use  their  milk  for  cutter  making  or  who  sell  the  mdlk  of 
their  own  cows  in  small  quantities  to  their  workmen  and 
neighbours  for  their  accomiiiodation , " 

The  number  of  Cowkeepers  in  the  District  on  the  regis- 
ter at  the  present  time  is  twenty  five.  The  register  will 
require  constant  revision  as  the  produce  of  the  same  dairy 
may  at  one  time  be  butter  only  and  at  another  the  milk  may 
be  disposed  of  wholesale  or  supplied  to  a public  Institution. 
In  the  one  case  the  Dairyman  would  be  under  no  obligation  to 
register  but  in  the  other  he  would  be  registered  and  come 
under  the  bye-laws  which  have  been  adopted  in  the  District. 

As  has  been  stated  above  there  is  in  the  new  register 
a description  of  the  premises  in  the  occupation  of  the  twenty 
five  registered  cov^keepers.  fecial  reference  is  made  in 
this  description  to  the  lighting,  ventilation,  flooring  and 
drainage  of  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  at  the  time  of  inspec- 
tion. On  reading  these  descriptions  in  the  light  of  the 
new  Bye-laws  it  becomes  evident  that,  with  one  or  two  notable 
exceptions,  there  is  not  a properly  constructed  cowshed  or 
dairy  in  the  District.  The  reason  for  this  state  of  things 
is  not  far  to  seek.  Until  quite  recently  there  were  no 
large  dairies  in  this  part  of  the  County  and  it  is  only  since 
the  ordinary  sources  of  obtaining  ’ an  income  from  the 
land  have  failed  the  farmer  that  some  of  the  more  enterpris- 
ing have  turned  their  attention  to  the  dairy.  ‘ The  landlord, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  in  the  position  to 
rise  to  the  occasion,  consequently  instead  of  new  premises 
being  built  the  tenant  has  been  compelled  to  adapt  as  well 
as  he  has  been  able  stables,  bullock  sheds,  barns  and  covered 
yards  to  serve  as  substitutes  for  cowsheds  and  dairy.  Under 
these  conditions  it  is  quite  impossible  to  carry  out  in 
their  entirety  the  regulations  now  brought  into  force,  but 
it  would  be  disastrous  by  attempting  too  sweeping  reforms 
to  crush  this  new  effort  to  make  agriculture  pay.  By  a 
wise  and  discriminating  use  of  tlie  new  powers  miuch  good  may 
be  effected  and  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  existing  pre- 
mises may  by  degrees  be  in$)roved  in  various  details  without 
entailing  any  large  expenditure, 

A carefully  kept  register  will  be  of  the  greatest 
service  in  tracing  the  destination  of  milk  suspected  of  con- 
tamination and  will  be  of  use  to  Health  Officers  in  the 
District  to  which  the  milk  is  consigned. 

In  order  to  draw  special  attention  to  Sect.  17  which 
refers  to  cleanliness  in  milking  both  with  respect  to  the 
udders  and  teats  of  the  cow  and  the  hands  of  the  person 
milking  I would  suggest  that  cards  of  Instructions  bearing 
on  these  important  points  be  issued  by  the  District  Council 
to  be  hung  up  in  the  dairies  and  cowsheds  of  all  registered 
dairymen. 


RB3DHAM 

For  the  three  years  prior  to  1905  a total  of  only  three 
cases  of  infectious  disease  had  been  notified  from  this  vil- 
lage and  the  general  healthiness  of  its  inhabitants  had  been 
so  remarkably  good  that  I had  conteir^Jlated  removing  the 
stigma  which  has  for  some  years  been  attached  to  it  by  ap- 
pearing as  a separate  "locality"  in  my  Annual  Reports, 

During  the  past  year  Reedham  has  once  more  vindicated 
its  character  and  become  once  more  an  interesting  spot  from 
a public  health  point  of  view  by  contributing  twenty  cases 
of  infectious  disease  to  the  total  of  fifty  four  notified 
throughout  the  District, 

With  the  exception  of  a single  and  somewhat  doubtful 
case  of  enteric  fever  at  the  Berney  AririS  all  the  notifica- 
tions related  to  Diphtheria. 


6. 


w ■ 


■;  ^ fei  '^'■' 

{ I5t"r0  uqj.k  it:^'  tm  ■ 
r -ofti  or  * '"i'i  no i ; ■ 
to  Hi  t«  di'^t  oiiw  ^ - 

has  timi-t  .<ji  ■--* 


. MOB'  1 "'  ' J 


.'O  vv 

X£br  i3n'i  r.r 


■TO 

0 0©  1 

: ©4': 

t ^ 

• ■*  41- 

'& 

li  ' .(u. 

C* 

/i'T 

9 ':i  ‘ 

* % ■ 

i."  A»>.  . , 

' ' - *■  n 

■^1 ' f 

.■*  ? ' i ft  1 

(. 

,5! 

1 

• 1 '.  i.-poi 

\f  ■• 

■ •■  '>s 


U. 


yj 


YB«n \ ' -ff  .'•■  * ’ .*‘'1!'^'  yX'^i^  T’-^S^iro  ' i oi:.^+^9rt0  * • \iiiv 

^noiSvitlK  til  ai  r. - q ■"•  qqtm, /lo  ei  ee or 

ol  aoXJeSit'  '^  ‘-i  tX^’O''*  n/''nv;tpf!  f.uf.?  *'.?  ni 

BaOC  htiB  be'Ji"  ?0  i.  Xi  ‘-’'-i  :^ri  irutj''  fiJ* 

.iotl^aXG  ^*rL?  ' j n '.p'...v  ':^t>4L' 

w»n  V eve. 

'lo  ftoitrq*.  3(1,1  '■’.  i sri  L 
ci  ft  t ‘>T  ( f<i  :r‘ J^.:  _ .^'■ 

t iift  ■ ntioor'i  , .ro  Ll-il  1 0 .! I' v 
-oeqrax  ’'o  ©rj  ‘r  ' ©t-iifi  r.n 

ttiil  'io  ;^(1i4iX  itf  t.iv 

eid^lcn  ow^  10  , -Biil  iti©rrv'  cbb 

10  t'SKilrwcc-  yXi9qo'*.<T  ij  Tofi*  ';not1q9DA9 

'to  olelB  10^  r.or-;fl91  •'iT  ^ir>lli3tQ  M •'C'tXaf' 

ru  »i«fw  ^'i-r*'.?  vj:.ti9O0i  :tJn*;  .3f©9“  '-.t  let  t«-)r.  aX 

bon'".  Ci-‘io  SI  ‘ '*■  «?»iaX 

*;{1  .ttcM'S  .«wrof'ui  UM  'to  ••«  ...oa  yijsntii..  t**4t 

r=.pv»i^Q,;lf;z^.  (fft?  ..'’tc.  c r.o^  •■'f'fu  *--  ’ t 'vi  i •; '.  ©van  >■: 

■■  : . X.  ■ ■'.■•'  Xf  ' •‘V>,  ^i.'t 

ciyn.ii  ■•;■'?  ; ^ va  -V'M  •’  ,1#  • «<<oXv 

• ■•  • '•  ■ '.,  i-:-..  '.-  ■ ■■  *■;"  .'“■*  *'«M-  ,- 

i .’>■  >::■  qo,3  "*"■■->  ' ' ■ V-  ^.'  ' 


‘ ■ . K»  ’ f 

■ i *''■ 

' - i'  ’ .?  i 1 V I-  9J  © 

' -^1©  Vj;  • Oftt 

.-J  . 

> a.  ...j  ^ 

aeii  .vo  > 

©a't  ?o-  :’.  iBlb 

‘'•»’©/i  ■ i.i 

. ij.-''  .noil 

JE  BB-E^ii©  i 

•ti  »:■?«£- 

.i  -oXfcnor  «i 

01 


. V‘i  t 


1 '*•  V ^» 

'X 


■ iU 


(••©nffwoo'  5^v>i 


■T® 


-,  (■  f.  , ■ ■-  r -,  . ,;  .-<r  ? ' f;  '.;  *•.  ^'-*.  .■  i .'.'iJ[/'  > ' - *^T 

.,  .'♦■  ' ;'  .3*.it“"'  ■ • ■••■  -f."  ■■(•'•'■■  -ax-  ♦ 

■'  ^.:■c  t in-' J ' . -nX'  , T- : 

■ ,'  _'.''''  v*;,^■^^  *'t  :y  rio, 
r-'’'-  r- rX- 

,'vrx  Ji-'';  Jzi;  Xnc  t’’:f'jt  '"':&  i*<S 

;iX  fcoif01<{i2l  f»o  i ‘VO  1 a It 

, iXn^qxt)  , ;vx«.;.  v!'» 

rn»ip^?i:5  “0  at.v  rx<-'- n-(,ro  /; 

».i‘i,‘'*»'.  '•  Q X’'.'  Hi*/  V ?<a  noii  o'iiiX'  bfc  Oi!.'!  ^vnt',’9i5-  '‘.x  ooi*  > c 

:♦  , ' r-X’>C‘fViO  r:*'L.n»U  oj  ©©i,  od  i'liw  i'ao  .v.'  t^uX^-t 
.Xwntitwftoo  .ii  iiXtX  ©111  iloLrfwoi  :?.l;ir  iq 
.•:.;:!w  ■,  ,L  * ac  (>  Xafo^qa  vroi-  oS  i^tn 

. . t r / ..a  te.  M.  1 / A.  .... . .. 


‘ ♦ ■ 

' Bt 

. ’.  rx ! 

tuX'V 

a ■ .VJsx  :.' 

avyc^  v 

•,•;■• 

•\  ••Ijj-.tl  * 

Yft;a  ' 

Ov\, 

^yrmjr-  4 

i-i 

Mail 

!-®  i:-.:© 

.,^<4  '•;,.. 

'■  ‘ y* 

li/oii; 

? :w 

f • ,'  ; ?‘  ■ 

'\t  Ci’..)'" 

0.1  BBonli o . - 


'io  eXnsifi  r'.;:'  ffc:>  ' .11  'T'  ‘ 

*»not;rc-kiJBnX  *^3Vi^0i  h^im.  '.  \ 

I ton;?  t>d.  .iCl'T'ird  »'.‘4?  '{':'■  ‘■■•t/lHl  a .Into''  *■  i©,VIt;q,a'f.,  v viiul  10 
XXrj  '»o  tlboilft'BOto  I.'t'ji  exHlsb  ©iil  li--  qt,  ''ni;rf  ©d  oy 

:r  ■•'>.:■  J' ‘ •■ " ■■•.v--'.^  ■■'.'  . ■•  ■ *no.T^itir 

f ihtv  i'-i  be'is6i‘iif;a  ; a 1 1 i. 3*1?  .ci-  ^ ;.j.. /■'-I_  ' 

‘ • . . _ - • _ ■—.••.  VI  i ^ .y  i .1 


Si^i^  h&isaiuoo  8B  aoiXelcqo^i  1 

.r-;f:ie:Cin:n  rja'ysr  . ."is f ^ •-^’r  "f:  • '; 

..  u ' V *...,.  • ,..  »•.,  ,v  ■'  '’"'Xq'.V  ..  ■ . ? ‘.i’  i.'-'A'  .'•  ; 

■ ortrtt  vXnV  li>  •*  ,'=1i'.>rx  .©taoif' wi.^il 

-Ixv  €:iTiy  b.'^X'Ulo'rt  f ’'t^hBO 


nOOCT  tftfi  e tiiBl  h1£  ‘'o  ■ noxi  ^'.»t  t \h 


oxfl  I'tf' i.vo.?'.©i  t©  1 ftl  q.-s-tio -)  f;ftxv  I '^coy;  i 

-.JB  Yd  It  •'>1  n©eJ  P:iBft\c  ©.oo'^  ■ f*  rX  ^aa-ir; 

.en.;q«H  X«i;inA  at  •’yarBoeX''  ©rcTe.r^f:  « «« 

fcblBOlfcaiv  © ic.n  ooac  Ji  lu*  -niwib©©?:  loo’C  1 ;>  ^ 

aont  n.©  ©ion  aono  ©looi^ti  tns  .i©? " x ix’,.  ' '.  - 

«#«B0  -Vi  '^3  wotv  nyX-^'-  " 

'ftotlwa'-  trot  Ifliol  ftfll  Ql  gs^w.r^oti;.  . 

" . .lotlt'"!'  : UOirTuOI.:  1 

lBnire®‘V;  bix;  ©Xytan  * *10  no tlq©:./ -t  ''‘'vi  til  '-. 

-©0 «lX1  XI"*  YOcne^^  tsal  - iBvn'5 


,-.  .ii 


.<) 


Tile  epideiiiic  dragged  througli  the  greater  part  of  the 
year,  the  first  case  heing  notified  on  the  24th  of  March  the 


last  Nov.  16th. 

It  was  at  no 
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11 
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Total 

15 

In  the  majority  of  cases  the  children  affected  v/ere  not 
seriously  ill.  There  was  however  one  death  which  occurred 
during  the  convalescence  of  a previously  feeble  constitu- 
tions d child. 

A membrane  was  seen  on  the  tonsils  in  most  cs-ses  but 
remained  for  only  a short  time.  ’^Tiether  the  specific  Diph- 
theria bacillus  was  present  or  not  must  remain  doubtful  as 
no  bacteriological  exaruinat ions  were  made. 

It  is  rem;arkable  that  although,  the  disease  made  its 
appearance  in  fifteen  fandlies  in  only  two  instances  did  it 
affect  more  than  the  one  miember. 

It  is  difficult  to  assign  a cause  for  this  outbreak 
of  diphtheria  after  the  village  had  enjoyed  imn^unity  from 
the  disease  for  so  long.  The  analysis  of  the  positions  of 
the  infected  houses  perhaps  throws  a little  light  on  the 
subject.  Of  the  fifteen  hoiries  eight  were  situated  by  the 
riverside,  three  on  the  level  of  the  river  though  at  a dis- 
tance from  it,  and  only  four  on  higher  levels.  In  the 
spring  and  early  sumjmer  some  remiarkably  low  tides  left  ex- 
posed a la.rge  surface  of  mud  in  the  bed  of  the  river.  Bear- 
ing in  mdrid  that  this  mud  consisted  largely  of  sewage  carried 
down  from:  the  City  of  Norwich  it  seems  at  least  possible 
that  the  effluvium,  from  tl'd  s may  have  ha.d  somiething  to  do 
wi  th  d i phthe  r 1 a at  Re  e dham . 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  Reedham  is  at  the 
present  time  decidedly  good  and  the  improvements  effected 
some  few  years  ago  certainly  influenced  the  course  of  the 
epidemdc  8,nd  prevented  it  becoming  a serious  danger, 

Reedham.,  has  a declining  population,  estimiated  at  the 
mi  idle  of  1905  at  818,  The  births  numibered  14  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  17.1  per  1,000  population  as  compared  with 
25,  per  1,000  for  the  whole  district.  The  deaths  numbered 
13  which  gives  a somewhat  high  death  rate  of  15.8.  Of  the 
13  deaths,  8 were  of  children  of  five  years  and  under,  while 
the  ages  of  the  remaining  five  averaged  over  76  years. 
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THORPE  VILLAGE 


* 


Populat 

ion 

Census  1691 

- 1 

,317 

(without 

Asylum) 

n 

" 1901 

- 1 

,507 

Average 

Annual  rate  of 

in  or 

ease 

19 

S s t imat 

ed  ] 

population  mi 

ddle 

of 

1905  - 1,! 

590 

Bi  rths 

47 

Birth  rate 

29, 

5 

D ea  ths 

21 

Death  rate 

13, 

2 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  v/hile  the  birth  rate  is  very 
considerably  higher  in  Lnorpe  than  in  the  District  as  a whole 
the  dea.th  rate  is  slightly  lower. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  infectious  dises.se, 

IKIECTIOUS  DIHSASS 


Tiie  vjllage  has  a^gain  been  entirely  free  from  both 
Enteric  fever  and  Diphtheria.  The  only  notification  of 
infectious  disease  received  during  the  year  was  a single 
case  of  Scarlet  fever. 

The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  p opulation , the 


number  of 

deaths,  tr 

iC  death  rai 

:.e  and 

sjcnot 

ic  de 

ath  rate 

of 

the  vi llag 

0 for  the 

l3.st  ten  ye 

lars . 

The 

last 

coluiTin  g 

Ives 

for  cornpa.r 

Ison  the  c 

leath-rate  of  the 

whole 

di  st 

ri  c t , 

Y ear . 

E 3 1 i rri  a ted 

.NuiTiber 

De  a t h - r a t e „ Zy  nm 

:)tic 

Dea 

th-ra te 

for 

Populat,  ion 

of 

De 

th«rat 

e.  Whole  List 

riot 

Deaths 

1896 

1412 

18 

12.7 

C. 

, 0 

11.8 

1897 

1431 

15 

10,4 

0. 

.0 

16.8 

1898 

1450 

17 

11.6 

0, 

. 7 

14.7 

1899 

1469 

12 

8.1 

0, 

,0 

12.5 

1900 

14  B8 

26 

17.4 

0, 

, 0 

14.6 

1901 

1507 

18 

11,9 

0, 

,0 

14,4 

1902 

1531 

18 

11.9 

0. 

,0 

13,3 

1903 

15550 

26 

16,7 

C. 

.0 

13 , 6 

1904 

1570 

22 

14.0 

0. 

.0 

14.1 

1905 

1590 

21 

13.2 

0, 

.0 

13.3 

Average 

1497 

19 

12.7 

0. 

.0? 

13.9 

The  average  death-rate  for  Thorpe  St  Andrew  is  below 
that  for  the  whole  District.  There  has  been  but  one  death 
during  the  past  ten  years  from  notifia.ble  infectious  di- 
sease Y/hich  gives  an  average  rate  of  .07. 

THei 

ThTs  has  been  under  inspection  as  usual  and  I iiave  no- 
thing to  add  to  Hiy  remarks  in  former  reports.  During  the 
year  I have  received  no  complaint  from  persons  living  on 
the  banks  of  any  nuisance  in  connection  with  the  river. 


WATER  STjPPLY: 

The  Norwich  Waterv/orks  Corripany  iia.ve  now  extended  their 
iriains  so  as  to  reach  nearly  the  centre  of  the  Village,  but 
only  one  or  two  householders  have  availed  themselves  of  the 
supply  a.t  present. 

In  course  of  time  it  is  likely  that  the  supply  from 
this  source  wd 11  be  general  and  the  question  of  dealing  with 
a greatly  increased  volunie  of  waste  water  by  some  sewage 
scheme  will  become  acute. 
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SCAVEmim: 

This  has  been  carried  out  in  a very  satisfactory  manner 
during  the  year  and  the  Inspector  reports  that  he  has  had 
no  complaints  as  to  irregularities. 


JUffiW  BUILD  MGS: 

ho  plans  for  new  buildings  have  been  siibmitted  to  the 
larochial  Ccrnrdttee  during  the  year.  plans  for  a few  un- 
important alterations  have  been  passed. 


DAIRIES: 

There  are  four  Dairies  in  this  parish  v/hich  appear  in 
the  register  and  are  therefore  subject  to  the  new  Bye-laws 
regulating  Dai ries,  Cowsheds  an d Mi Ikshop s . 

Those  have  been  inspected  and  some  improvements  already 
effected  in  the  drainage  of  three  of  them.  In  one  instance 
the  so-called  dairy  is  of  such  a description  that  it  is 
totally  unfit  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  put  and  a new 
dairy  will  be  required  in  order  that  the  business  may  be 
conducted  in  compliance  with  the  Bye-laws  recently  adopted 
in  the  District.  I have  reason  to  believe  tha.t  this  will 
be  carried  out  without  necessitating  the  Council  taking  a.ny 
further  action  in  the  m-atter. 


FACTORIES  & ADRKSROPS  ACT  1901  . 

A spec naI'''Table  formulated  by  the  Home  Office  dealing 
with  matters  under  this  Act  is  attached  to  this  Report. 

The  factories  and  workshops  in  the  District  are  few  and 
of  such  a nature  as  to  call  for  but  little  attention  in  res- 
pect to  their  sanitary  condition. 

The  bakehouses,  which  are  included  in  the  list  of  work- 
shops have  been  under  inspection  during  the  year  and  are 
kept  in  a very  satisfactory  condition. 

I have  the  honour  to  remiain , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H5RBSRT  H.  BACK. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
to  the 

Blofield  Rural  District 
Council . 
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